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The introduction of the Latin script has greatly aided the spread of
education.
The Udmurt Autonomous Region, Daghestan, Tadjhikistan, they
all present the same picture of great educational achievement, of a
liberation of intellectual and artistic capacities hitherto unchained,
of limitless opportunity for the development of every individual.
It should not be assumed that the standard as yet attained is
everywhere high. On the contrary, there are districts'where achieve-
ment still falls very far short of the programme as planned. There
are still many teachers among the national minorities whose quali-
fications are no higher than four years' elementary school. As recently
as 1932 there were instances reported where the school was one room
with an earthen floor, with no desks, and not even benches for the
children to sit on. They received their instruction squatting on their
haunches. Probably in these particular instances such conditions no
longer exist, but there may still be similar ones. All these short-
comings are well known to the central authorities, but there has
not yet been time for the proper training of sufficient teachers, for the
building and equipping of sufficient schools. Seventeen years is a
very little while in the history of a nation. The time required for the
elimination of all the defects becomes progressively shorter—con-
siderably less than the 125 years which were stated by the Tsarist
Ministry of Education to be required for the establishment of univer-
sal education in the Russian language.
Since concluding the foregoing pages I have received reports on
the cultural development of the different Republics, which were
made at the Congresses of Soviets of these Republics in 1935, (Note;
There is an Ail-Union Congress of Soviets for the whole of the
U.S.S.R. territory, and there are Republic Congresses of Soviets for
each Republic. The All-Russian Congress of Soviets includes only the
territory of the R.S.F.S.R.) Every speaker begins by pointing out
achievements and successes which are everywhere considerable, and
concludes by indicating failures and shortcomings* The criticism is
particularly severe from representatives of the Asiatic Republics like
Turkestan and Azerbaidjan. As I have stated elsewhere, this aware-
ness of shortcomings, their admission in public, is always the first
step to their removal.
If progress continues at its present rate, it will not be many years
before the condition of education in what were once backward areas
will compare very favourably with that in the more advanced
Republics.
At the sixteenth Congress of Soviets of the RJ3,F.SJEln the
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